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In  response  to  tavoraoie  prices,  Tarmers  savea  an  unusually  large  proportion 
of  available  potential  layers  (pullets  and  old  hens)  during  the  last  half  of  191*2. 
Preliminary  data  indicate  that  laying  flocks  on  January  I  were  9  percent  larger  than 
a  year  earlier.  Laying  flocks  contain  a  1 arger  proport i on  of  pullets  than  last  yetr , 
so  with  favorable  egg  prices  a  high  rate  of  lay  per  bird  is  likely  to  continue. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


ITEM 


Number  of  layers  on  farms   

Number  of  eggs  laid  per  hen   

Total  farm  production  of  eggs  

Stocks,   eggs:  ' 

Privately  owned,  shell   

Privately  owned,  frozen   

USDA  owned,  shell  

USDA  owned,  frozen   

Total  

Purchases,   eggs,  USDA: 

Dried  2  •.  ,  , 

Shell  d irec  t  ,  ' .  . 

Shell,   blue  stamps  

Dried  egg  production   

Cotmercial  hatchery  operations: 

Eggs  set   

Chicks  hatched  

Receipts: 

Poultry,   dressed,    four  markets  .   .   .  . 

Poultry,    live,  Chicago*  

Poultry,    live.  New  York*  

Poultry,    live.  Midwest,   per  plant    .  . 

Fowl  (hensl,  live.  Midwest,  per  plant  .  . 

Young  stock,  live.  Midwest,  per  plant  .  . 
Stocks,   poultry:  ' 

Broilers   

Fryers   

Roasters  

Fowls  (hensl   

Turkeys   

Ducks  

Miscellaneous  and  unclassified  .   .   .  . 

Total  poultry  

Prices  received  by  farmers: 

Eggs,   per  dozen   

Eggs,   parity  price  per  dozen   

Eggs,    percentage  of  parity  

Chickens,    per  pound  

Chickens,   parity  price  per  pound  .  .  . 

Chickens,   percentage  of  parity  .   .   .  . 

Turkeys,   per  pound  

Turkeys,   parity  price  per  pound    .   .  . 

Turkeys,   percentsige  of  parity    .   .   .  . 

All  f  arm  comodit  ies   (1910-14=100).  . 

Chickens  and  eggs  (1910-14  »  1001  .  . 
Wholesale  prices,  Chicago: 

Eggs,   fresh  firsts,   per  dozen    .  .   .  . 

Live  heavy  hens,   per  pound   

Live  broilers,   B.  R.  ,  per  pound  .   .   .  . 

Live  roasters,    light,  W.  R.  ,  per  pound.  . 

Live  roasters,  heavy,  W.  R.  ,  per  pound.  . 
Cash  farm  income:* 

Total  marketings  

Poultry  and  eggs   

Price  ratios: 

Chicago,   Broiler,  B.  R.  , -f eed  

Chicago,  Light  Roasters,  W.  R. , -f  eed    .  . 

Farm,  egg-feed  

Farm,  chic  ken -feed  

Farm,  turkey-feed  

Feed  cost  per  cwt.  ,  farm  poultry  rat  ion  . 
Wholesale  food  prices  (1936-39=100)  .  . 
Retail  food  prices  (1935-39  =  100)  .  .  . 
Prices  paid  by  fanners  including  interest 

and  taxes   (1910-14  =  100)  

Retail  prices  (BLS): 

Roasters,  dressed,   per  pound  

Eggs,  strictly  fresh,  per  dozen  .  .  . 
Nonagricultural  employees'  compensation 

( 1986-39  =  100)   


Mi  I  lion 
Mianber 
Mil.  case 


1,000  case 

1,000  case 

1,000  case 

1,000  case 

1,000  case 


Mil.  lb. 
1,000  case 
1,000  case 
Mil.  lb. 


Million 
Mi  I  lion 

Mil.  lb. 

Car 

Car 

1,000  lb. 
1.000  lb. 
1,000  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Cent 

Cent 

Percent 

Cent 

Cent 

Percent 

Cent 

Cent 

Percent 

Index  no. 

Index  no. 

Cent 
Cent 
Cent 
Cent 
Cent 

Mil.  dol. 
Mil.  dol. 

Lb.  feed 
Lb.  feed 
Lb.  feed 
Lb.  feed 
Lb.  feed 
Dollar 
Index  no. 
Index  no. 

Index  no. 

Cent 
Cent 

Index  no. 


DECEMBER  AVERAGE 


PERIOD 


1931-40 
1931-40 

1931-  40 

1932-  41 
1932-41 


1932-41 


1931-  40 
1936-40 
1936-40 

1932-  40 
1932-40 
1982-40 

1982-4 
1932-4 
1932-4 

1932-  4 
1982-4 

1933-  4 
1932-4 
1932-4 

1931-40 
1931-40 
1931-40 
1981-40 
1931-40 
1981-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1981-40 
1981-40 

1981-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 

1936-40 
1936-40 

1936-40 
1936-40 
1931-40 
1931-40 
1986-40 
1931-40 
1931-40 
1931-40 

1931-40 

1931-40 
1931-40 

1931-40 


Av  ER  AG  E 


323.0 
6.  6 
4.9 

661 

1,  888 


2,  574 


67.  1 
419 

830 
21.  7 
10.  8 
10.  7 

14.  5 

13.  8 
34.  1 
23.  6 

27.  2 
6.  1 

28.  6 
141.  8 

26.  3 
36.  6 
72 
12.  7 

14.  5 
87 
16.  4 
18.  6 
89 
95 

119 

26.  0 

16.  6 
18.4 

17.  5 
l'(  .8 

720 
76 

14.  5 
14.  1 

27.  2 
12.  7 
14.  4 

1.  10 
92.  9 

96.  7 

128 

28.  3 
39.  6 

97.  1 


19^  1 


NOVEMBER  DECEMBER 


333.0 
6.  47 
5.99 

1,  278 

2,  766 
392 
698 

6,  124 

4.  2 
16 
118 
7.6 

84.  84 

22.  66 

74.  9 
486 

625 
83.  8 
12.  3 
21.  0 

14.  2 
17.  6 
37.  9 
87.  7 
21.  1 
9.  4 
86.  0 
172.  9 

86.  6 
43.  3 
82 
16.  5 


16 
96 
20< 
20. 
98 
136 
167 


86.  1 
18.  4 
20.  2 
18.  1 
16.  6 

1,  210 
129 

13.  6 
12.  1 
26.  6 
11.  1 
14.6 
1.  39 

112.  9 

113.  1 

143 

31.  7 
61.  9 

167.  4 


358.  7 

7.  28 
7.26 

298 

2,  187 
251 
36] 

3.  097 

9.  3 
72 
124 

8.  3 

38.  86 
24.  58 

80.  7 
486 
727 

21.  5 

9.  4 

11.  6 

14.  0 

18.  1 
46.  5 
44.  2 

50.  0 
6.  9 

39.  6 
218.  4 

34.  I 

38.  4 
90 
16.  8 
16.  8 
97 

20.  9 
20.  6 

101 

148 

16S 

34.  1 

19.  8 
19.  8 

18.  6 

19.  4 

1,  128 
126 

12.  3 
11.  6 
23.  2 
10.  7 
14.  2 

1.  47 
114.  4 
118.  1 

143 

82.  1 
49.  0 

164.  6 


NOVEMBER  DECEMBER 


372.  7 
6.  75 
6.99 

1,  170 

3,  346 

0 
23 

4,  539 

8.  6 
10 
118 
18.  8 

40.  3S 
24.  9] 


73. 
4  24 
744 

36. 
16. 


0 
7 

18.  9 


10.  6 
17.3 

46.  0 

50.  6 

26.  9 
6.  9 

87.  0 
198.  8 

38.  9 

47.  0 

83 

19.  6 
17.  7 
111 

27.  0 
22.3 

121 
169 
178 

40.  0 

21.  8 

28.  0 
26.  6 

23.  6 

1,  766 
179 

16.  6 
16.  7 

24.  2 
12.  2 
16.  8 

1.61 
130.  8 
181.  1 

166 

42.  7 
69.  0 

207.  1 


397.  6 

7.  32 
8.08 

269 
2,  185 
0 

13 
2,  467 

4.  6 

8 

13.  4 

46.  83 
29.  14 

64.  6 
361 
777 

21.  7 
12.  : 

9.  3 

9.  2 

16.  8 
43.  6 

U.  3 
85.  7 

8.  4 
34.  1 

188.  0 

39.  7 

47.  0 

97 

20.  6 

17.  7 
116 

29.  7 

22.  3 
133 
178 
.183, 

40.  0 
28.  6 

27.  7 

28.  0 
26.  6 


14.  9 

15.  1 
23.  6 
12.  1 
17.6 

1.  69 

182.  7 
166 

48.  1 

69.  8 


End  of  month.  Frozen  eggs  converted  to  case  equivalent.  ^Includes  purchases  for  future  delivery.  'Adjaeted 
for  wastage  in  distribution.  *Car  equivalent  of  receipts  by  freight,  truck  and  express.  BFigures  for  1941  and 
1942  are  not  strictly  comparable;  figures  for  poultry  aiid  eggs  for  1942  are  based  on  revised  production  data  and 
include  broilers. 
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THE    POULTEY    AND    SG-G    SITUATION  - 

S-ummary 

Egg  production  in  the  United  States  in  19^3  is  likely  to  te  sub- 
stantially larger  than  the  record  output  of  19^2.    Laying  flocks  are  much 
larger  than  last  year,  and  ha^'e  a  larger  proportion  of  pullets.    The  egg-feed 
price  ratio  will  "be  exceptioncJly  favorable  this  year  and  egg  prices  probably 
will  be  slightly  more  favorable  than  last  year  relative  to  prices  of  hogs  and 
butterfat.     Although  supplies  of  ready-mixed  laying  mash  apparently  will  not 
fully  meet  the  record  demand  from  farmers  in  all  localities,  total  quantities 
fed  will  be  much  larger  than  last  year,  and  the  average  protein  content  will 
be  the  highest  on  record. 

As  a  result  of  much  greater  production  of  eggs  on  farms  and  con- 
siderably smaller  quantities  used  in  drying,  domestic  consumption  of  eggs  in 
January  has  been  greatly  in  excess  of  consumption  a  year  earlier.     In  19^2 
as  a  whole  an  average  of  J>lb  eggs  per  person  was  consumed.     Seasonal  increases 
in  supplies  have  occurred,  and  prices  of  high  quality  eggs  in  eastern  markets 
in  mid-January  were  moderately  below  the  ceilings.    Egg  prices  in  Pacific 
Coast  markets  continued  firm.     Quantities  used  for  drying,  for  storing,  and 
for  hatching  will  increase  in  the  immediate  future  and  supplies  for  civilians 
will  be  reduced.    Therefore,  with  a  strong  consumer  demand,  egg  prices  will 
continue  materially  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 

Poultry  prices  at  wholesale  have  continued  at  the  maximum  levels 
permitted  by  the  cents-per-pound  ceilings  announced  on  December  18.  Prices 
©f  all  classes  are  materially  higher  than  a  year  earlier.     Supplies  of 
poultry  in  the  next  few  months,  though  at  a  seasonally  low  level,  will  be 
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materially  larger  than  a  year  earlier.    Net  withdrawals  of  poultry  from  storage 
started  in  mid-Decemter,  atout  2  weeks  earlier  than ■usual,  and  on  January  1 
viere  smaller  than  on  December  1  or  oh  Jajiuary  1  last  yesj:  "but  v/ere  larger  than 
average. 

Production  of  chicks  "by  commercial  hatcheries  is  much  larger  than  a 
year  earlier,  reflecting  principally  the  strong  demand  for  chicks  from  areas 
of  specialized  production  of  young  chickens  for  meat.    Advance  orders  for 
laying  flock  replacement  purposes  also  are  much  larger  thejn.  a  year  ago.  On 
January  1,  "bookings  for  later  delivery  exceeded  the  advance  orders  of  a  year 
earlier  hy  U7  percent.     In  December  19^2,  19  percent  more  chicks  were 
hatched  and  £1  percent  more  eggs  set  than  in  the  corresponding  month  of  19^1. 

•  —  January  21,  I9U3 


OF  mCSlTT  DETELOPMEITTS 

ITumber  of  Layers  9  Percent  Larger 
Than  a  Year  Earlier 

Conditions  vrere  fa.vorable  in  19^2  for  raising  pullets.    The  average 
hatching  date  ';/as  earlier  than  in  19^1  and  fall  weather  was  generally  mild, 
permitting  uninterrv.p'ced  growth  to  maturity.     The  earlier  hatching  date  v;as 
reflected  in  earlier  additions  to  laying  flocks  than  occurred  a  year  earlier, 
numbers  of  larors  on  f£,rms  increased  72  million  head  from  September  to 
November  13^2,  compared  Tfith  an  increase  of  62  million  head  in  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  I5U1,.     The  increase  this  season  from  Ilovember  to  December, 
however,  was  no  larger  than  the  increase  of  a  year  earlier.     The  preliminary 
estimate  of  numbers  on  farms  January  1  shovrs  an  increase  of  9  percent  over 
last  year. 

The  rate  of  lay  per  bird  during  December  in  Eastern  States  and  in 
Western  States  v;as  slightly  lovrer  than  in  December  19^1»  but  in  the  Central 
States  the  rate  was  higher  than  the  record  set  in  that  month  last  year.  The 
average  for  the  Nation  was  about  1/2  percent  higher  than  in  December  19^1. 
With  nearly  11  percent  more  layers  in  flocks,  production  was  about  11  percent 
larger  than  a  year  earlier^    Egg  production  on  farms  in  19^2  was  U  billion 
dozens,  I5  percent  larger  than  production  in  I9U1. 
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storage  StocKs  of  3ggs  on  J anuary  1_ 
Lowest  Since  1S39 

Storage  stocks  of  frozen  eggs  vrere  reduced  the  equivalent  of  1.2 
million  cases  during  Dcce::i"ber  and  on  January  1  total  stocks  in  the  United 
States  were  2.2  milliori.  cases.     Stocks  of  shell  eggs  alco  were  greatly  reduced 
d\iring  Decemter.     On  January  1  atout  259>000  cases  of  s^iell  eggs  were  in 
storage  in  the  United  States,  the  smallest  total  since  1933»  when  there  were 
159,000  cases.     The  equivalent  of  all  frozen  and  shell  eggs  in  storage  in  the 
United  States  at  the  ■beginning  of  19^3  ^^as  2«5  million  cases,  about  21  per- 
cent smaller  -chsn  total  holdlrro  a  year  earlier.     Among  regions,  distribution 
of  storage  st.cks  of  tcth  sheil  and  frozen  eggs  on  January  1  was  about  the 
same  as  a  yec-c  ago. 

Production  of  dried  egg    declined  f\irther  in  December,  totaling  13*^ 
million  pounds  compared  v/ith  IS. 8  million  pounds  in  Hovember.     Of  the  I.3 
million  cases  of  shell  erg  equivalent  used  in  drying,  about  U90>0'^0  cases  were 
obhaired  from  f  r:i-i^;n  e gr;; ,  35^/^00  cases  frori  storage  shell  eggs  and  UUS,000 
cas;^r,  from  fresj.-.  s/.oll   ;../"'g.    J--;:rchases  of  dried  egg  by  the  Department  of 
Agr: -.uiituro  f-./r  tloilvery  'n  Jr:nuary  are  abou;.  two-thirds  as  la;7ge  as  in 
January  lact  j'-oar  when  11  million  pounds  of  dried  egg  were  produced. 

3gg  Prices  DpcI Lie  Moderately  in  January 

Sgg  production  on  farms  so  far  in  19^3  apparently  has  been  much  larger 
than  a  yerr  .^,.rlier.     -ecause  of  price  uncertainties,   egg  dr:  ers  have  made 
fev-er  contra.:: s  for  the  sale  of  dried  egg  to  Governmen'o  agc^^'cies  than  in 
January  of  laat  year  and  the  quantities  being  used  by  drying  plants  are  con- 
siderably amaJ.ler  than  a  year  ago.     No  shell  eggs  have  been  purchased  by  the 
Department  cf  Agriculture.     In  January  19'+2  about  llJ-2,000  cases  of  shell  eggs 
v^ere  purchased  mainly  for  lend-lease.     Althoiigh  considerable  quantities  of 
shell  eggs  have  been  purchased  for  military  pur-ooses,  current  consumption  by 
civilians  is  much  larger  than  a  year  ago.     In  mid-January,  v/holesale  prices 
of  eggs  at  Hev-?  York  averaged  about  I5  percent  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 

During  the  first  2  weeks  of  19^3  ^-'ith  relatively  large  supplies 
available,  prices  of  higher  quality  eggs  in  Sastern  markets  declined  as  much 
as  10  cents  belov/  ceiling  levels  —  the  highest  prices  reached  in  the  period 
September  2S-0ctober  2,  19H2  inclusive.    Pr.ices  of  lower  grades,  however,  con- 
tinued close  to  ceiling  levels.    Prices  at  Chicago  declined  somewhat  in  the 
first  half  of  January.     In  Pacific  Coast  .nyjrket  s  prices  of  all  eggs  were  at 
ceiling  lerels  in  mid-xTanuaxy,  and  supplies  were  short  of  market  requirements. 
In  the  third  week  of  the  month,  prices  at  Chicago  and  ITew  York  increased 
slightly. 

Net  Withdrav/als  of  Poultry  from  Storage  at 
Record  Levels  in  Deca.-'ber 

Marketings  of  chickens  in  general  farming  areas  continue  to  decline 
seasonally.    Young  chickens  in  the  Midv^est  v;ere  marketed  earlier  in  19^2  than 
in  19^1.     In  late  December  I9H2    and  early  January  19^3,  receipts  ff  young 
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stock  a.t  Mid'/estern  primary  maricets  were  slightly  smaller  than  a  year  earlier. 
Total  marketings  of  yo'ong  chickens  from  specialized  producing  areas  probably 
are  much  hca/ier  t'lr.-i  a  year  ea^rlier,  as  hatchings  in  the  past  several  months 
have  been  at  record  levels.     Demand  for  poultry  has  been  very  strong.  With- 
drawals from  storage  starl-ed  this  season  about  2  weeks  earlier  than  usual, 
to  supplement  supplies  of  freshly  produced  birds.     Storage  stocks  were 
rsdvced  5  million  pounds  during  December.     In  all  previous  years  recorded, 
holdings  increased  from  December  1  to  January  1.     Stocks  on  January  1  were 
only  lU  perce/it  e:sr.ller  than  the  record  of  a  year  earlier,  hov;ever,  and  were 
the  third  largest  cn  record  for  that  date  and  about  one-third  larger  than 
average. 

Stocks  of  all  classes  of  poultry  except  turkeys  declined  during 
December.     Stocks  of  roasters  un  January  1  were  about. 2  million  pounds  smaller 
than  the  record  cf  a  year  ago  but  vrere  much  above  average.    Holdings  of 
roasi'.ers  were  smaller  on  January  1  than  on  December  1  in  all  regions  except 
the  West  llorth  Central  and  East  South  Central  States. 

Prices  of  All  Poult ry_  Much  Higher 
Than  Lact  '/ear 

In  ej.t'cern  and  midv/estern  markets  the  cent s-per-pcund  ceilings  for 
poultry  annc_nced  by  the  Office  of  Price  Administration  cn  December  18 
permitted  moderate  increases  in  prices  of  fowl  and  small  young  chickens, 
and  considerable  increases  in  prices  of  heavy  young  chickens.     In  California 
markets,  however,  where  demand  had  increased  greatly  before  the  temporary 
"freeze"  period  (September  2g-0ctober  2,  l3'-i^)  prices  of  live  yo\ing  birds 
under  3  pounds  were  higher  under  the  temporary  ceilings  than  the  levels 
announced  in  the  pprmsnant  reg^jlation.    Ceilings  for  other  classes  in 
Pacific  CcTnt  uaxi.cls  were  about  the  same  as  prices  under  the  temporary  order. 

Oh  o'ari^j.'iry  6  the  San  J'rancisco  Office  of  Price  Administration  announced 
that  the  ce'^  L-ng  Ipvels  from  the  temporary  freeze  period  for  chickens  under 
3  pounds  v."-;!..-' d  co.v',  inus  :n  effect  far  the  California  area  until  February  15. 
The  Oifice  /:  .'rice  Admirl  strati  on  will  maice  a  study  of  costs  of  production 
and  other  iTpctors  by  thib  time.    On  J/onuary  I3  it  was  announced  that  all  OPA 
regional  cir  lres  '.'■'•.'uld  mc-ice  adjustments  in  poult r;;-  prices  v/here  necessary 
to  aHeviao-^  local  3nort£iges. 

Prices  of  pcixLtry  have  been  steady  at  ceiling  levels  for  the  past 
several  wee::s.     In  early  Jemuary  prices  of  fowls  at  New  York  were  20  to  25 
percent  hit^^er  than  a  year  earlier.    Prices  of  young  chickens  were  Uo  to  U5 
percent  hi£;].er  than  in  early  I9U2,     In. Pacific  Coast  cities  prices  of  young 
birds  were  'K)  to  50  pert^ent  higher  than  they  were  in  January  last  year. 
Turkey  prices  in  all  markets  are  materially  higher  than  a  year .earlier. 

On  January  7  the  Office  of  Price  Ad-'a  in  i  strati  on  announced  maximum 
retail  prices  for  poult  ry  by  prescribing  fixed  mai'gins  over  retailers'  net 
costs.     The  resulting  levels  ax-e  slightly  higher  than  those  that  prevailed 
during  the  period  September -28-October  2, 
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OUTLOOK 

BACKQ-aoUlJD.-  Egg  production  in  t  he  United  States  during  I9U2 
was  15  percent,  or  about  5S5  million  dozen* larger  than  in  19^1. 
The  quantities  purchased  for  military  and  lendr-lease  use  also 
were  larger  than  in  19^1,  and  domestic  consum-ption  was  the 
same  as  in  19^1  —  31b  eggs  per  person.    With  a  stronger  con- 
sumer demand,  and  supplies  unchanged,  prices  increased  more 
than  seasonally  during  the  year,  and  in  early  October 
temporary  ceilings  for  egg  prices  were  established  at  the 
highest  levels  reached  in  the  September  28-October  2  period. 
Prices  to  farmers  were  favorable.    As  a  result,  the  maximum 
n\imber  of  laying  birds  was  saved  for  laying  pxiriDOses  in 
19^3. 

Laying  flocks  Compo  sed  of  Larger  Prp-oort  ion 
of  Pullets  Than  Last  Year 


In  the  last  U  months  of  19^2,  numbers  of  la^-'ers  increased  more  thsm 
usually  has  occurred  following  a  10  percent  increase  in  numbers  of  chickens 
raised  the  Tjr-evious  spring.    On  January  1  the  number  of  pullets  on  farms  was 
10  percent    arger  than  on  the  corresponding  date  a  year  earlier  and  the 
number  of  hens  (l  year  old  or  over)  was  b  percent  larger  than  on  January  1 
last  year.     The  preliminary  estimate   ciT   hG2  million  potential  layers  on 
farms  at  the  beginning  of  19^3  contained  66  percent  pullets,  compared  with 
65  percent  last  year,  and  the  1931~^0  average  of  62  percent.    Average  size 
of  laying  flocks  was  9  percent  larger  than  on  January  1,  19^-     With  a  larger 
proportion  of  pullets  in  laying  flocks  and  a  very  favorable  egg-feed  price 
ratio  in  prospect,  it  is  likely  that  the  rate  of  lay  per  bird  in  19^3  will 
be  as  high  as  it  was  in  19^2.    Moreover,  numbers  of  layers  may  decline  less 
than  usual  in  coming  months.    Total  egg  production  in  the  United  States  in 
19^3  will  be  substantially  larger  than  the  record  output  in  19^+2. 

If  present  estimates  of  noncivilian  requirements  are  fully  met  in 
19^3i  however,  supplies  of  eggs  for  domestic  civilian  consumption  will  be  no 
larger  than  ^.hose  in  19^2,    Total  requirements  for  dried  egg  in  19^3  more 
than  50  perc  nt  larger  than  the  record  output  of  drying  plants  (227  million 
pounds)  in  1:)'^2,    About  23  million  cases  of  eggs,  or  I6  percent  of  total 
United  States  egg  production  were  used  by  drying  plants  in  19^.    More  than 
200  million  dozens  of  eggs  may  be  used  for  hatching  in  19^3*  compared  with 
about  165  million  dozens  in  19^2. 

Favorable  Egg  and  Chicken  Prices  Reflected 
in  Strong  Demand  for  Baby  Chicks 

Number  of  chicks  produced  by  commercial  hatcheries  during  December  was 
19  percent  larger  than  the  record  hatch  of  December  19^1-    About  91  percent 
of  chicks  hatched  were  of  heavy  breeds  compared  with  9^  percent  in  December 
19^1.     The  number  of  eggs  set  in  December  was'  21  percent  larger  than  a  year 
earlier.    Midwinter  demand  for  baby  chicks  is  largely  from  specialized 
producers  of  young  chickens  for  meat. 
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Strong  deaand  for  chicks  is  indicated  "by  the  U7  percent  larger  advance 
orders  this  January  1  than  last.     Increases  v^ere  shovn  for  all  regions. 

Marketings  of  Poultry  at  Seasonally 
Lov;  Level 

During  the  next  f e\/  months  sales  of  young  chickens  "by  producers  in 
general  farming  areas  vill  "be  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier,  since  the 
number  of  young  chickens  (other  than  -oullets)  on  faxms  January  1  was  equal  to 
the  record  niomber  a  year  earlier.     Sales  of  fowl  may  be  slightly  larger  than 
last  year  since  the  number  on  fc-rns  is  much  larger.     Sales  of  youJig  chickens  by 
farmers  in  sp---ciali2,ed  producing  areas  will  be  much  larger  than  last  vanter 
and  early  spring.    Total  L-arkclings  of  chickens  in  the  United  States  in  the 
next  fev;  months,  therefore,  vdll  be  considerably  laiger  than  in  corresponding 
months  of  19^2.     Supplies  of  fresh  meat  will  be  supplemented  by  continued  heavy 
net  withdrawals  from  storage. 

Altho-ogh  supplies  of  poultrj'-  for  consumption  in  coming  months  will  be 
the  largest  on  record,  prices  of  all  classes  f~re  likely  to  continue  at  ceiling 
levels.     Storage  stocks  of  some  classes  v;ill  be  exhausted  earlier  than  usual 
this  season,  but  supplies  of  chicken  from  the  early  hatch  will  be  available  in 
large  volume  earlier  than  us'ual. 

Prices  of  Poultry  and  Eggs  Likely  to  Continue 
favorable  R.^lative  to  Feed  Cost 3 

Prices  of  corn  advanced  S  to  10  cents  per  bushel  from  mid-December  to 
Janiiary  12,     Prices  of  oats  and  barley  increased  J)  to  6  cents  during  that 
period  and  prices  of  byproduct  feed  and  oilmeals  continued  at  ceiMng  levels. 
Average  price  paid  by  farmers  for  laying  mash  in  mid-December  was  S2.95j 
compared  with  $2.92  in  l^ovember  and  $2.62  in  mid-December  I9U1.  VTholesale 
prices  of  laying  mash  increased  slightly  from  mid-December  to  mid-January. 
.  further  increases  in  feed  prices  will  be  limited  by  price  ceilings.    The  Office 
of  Price  Administration  has  frozen  com  prices  at  highest  prices  reached  in 
the  second  week  of  January,  and  on  January  9  ceiling  prices  were  placed  on 
mixed  feeds. 

The  strong  demand  for  oilmeals  from  livestock  and  poultry  raisers  has 
,  exceeded  the  supply  at  ceiling  prices  in  many  localities.     In  an  effort  to 
alleviate  this  situation,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  ordered  that  stocks 
of  oilmeals  held  by  dealers  and  f  eed  mixers  be  limited- ta  a  15-d.ay  supply.  The 
supply  of  grain  and  byproduct  feed  for  the  19^2-^3  season  is  by  far  the  largest 
on  record,  and  the  average  protein  content  is  higher  than  in  any  previous  year. 
SupiDlies  of  animal  protein  feeds  this  year  are  smaller  relative  to  poultry 
numbers    than  in  other  recent  years,  but  supplies  of  vegetable  proteins, 
especially  soybean  meal,  are  much  larger. 

As  commercially  mixed  feeds  are  being  used  in  increasing  quantities  for 
poultry,  it  is  likely  that  this  species  of  livestock  will  benefit  to  a  large 
degree  from  available  supplies  of  high-protein  feeds.    For  some  other  species, 
bogs  for  example,  protein  feeds  usually  are  purchased  separately  and  used  to 
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s^^pplement  iioine-^ro'Arn  grains.     Supplies  of  protein  feeds,  13111111x6(1  vdth  other 
feeds,-  axe.  particn.larlv-  scarce  beceuse  feed  milkers  have  contracted  directly 
with  the  crus-^err,  tor  f.osu  of  the  record  output.     The  heav'iest  den:,-yid  for  feed 
for  poultry  vrlll  C':uae  afi.-er  the  heavy  winter  dairj^-cow  feeding  seaaon. 

The  eg-g-fer^r".  orice  ratio  this  s"Dring  nay  he  the  most  favorable  on  recorc 
and  for  19'^-3  ^.3  a  whole  will  "bo  ^rell  alr-ove  average.     Ghi  cken- f  eed  ex.i  turkey- 
feed  relationiiiipt!  also  will  "be  favorable  for  farmers  this  year.     The  egg-  hog  ; 
price  relationship  be  favorable  to  hogs  again  in  lS-3.  but  the  narj^in  of  ] 

hogs  over  eggs  v^l].  not  be  so  great  in  IS'!-?  a?  it  was  in  19^2.  The  egg-  • 
butcerfat  price  relationship  will  be  more  fa^vorable  for  egg  producers  than  it  j 
was  in  19^3  and  will  be  somewhat  more  favorable  than  the  193^-"^0  average.  \ 
Consequently,  In  19^-!-3  producers  in  divers'.ixed  fr^/ning  areas  tay  tend,  to 
devote  relatively  greater  effort  to  produci.ng  eg_.-G  than  to  producing  butterfat  ! 
or  hogs,  family  labor  can  be  utilized  more  readily  in  poultry  production  than  ] 
in  many  other  enterprises.  I 

North  Atlantic  States  -  _6  Percent  \ 
More  Laye-r-s  •  j 

The  C  percent  larger  number  of  potential  layers  on  farms,  in  the  North  ■ 
■Atlantic  States  on  January  1,  compared  v-ith  last  year,  had  about  the  ssj^e 
proportion  of  hens  and  pullets  as  in  19^2.    A  lar|;'er  propvrtion  of  pidlets 
was  laying  by  Jar^.uary  1  this  year  than  last.     Far-.^.Ts  -.r^  this  area  vi.ll  depend 
to  a  considerable  extent  upon  feed  ship-oed  in  fro-.n  the  Midwest.  Tairrporary 
shortages  of  feed  may  occur  in  some  localities,  but  barri-'g  fi:eneral  difficultiei 
in  getting  feed,  egg  production  in  this  area  will  contir/Jie  la^f^^er  than  a  year 
earlier.     Eastern  markets  will  be  supplied  by  a  larger  proportion  of  eggs  from 
the  North  Atlantic  area  than  last  year.    Prices  received  by  farmers  for  all 
grades  of  eggs  are  likely  to  continue  favorable. 

South  Atlantic  States  -  7  Percent  ; 
More  Layers  ... 

Egg  prices  in  the  South  Atlantic  States  were  favorable  in  the  second  half 
of  19^2.     As  a  result,  farmers  saved  a  large r-than-usuol  proportion  of 
potential  l-  yers  from  available  laying  stocks,  and  numbers  on  Jama3.":\y  1  were 
7  percent  larger  tu in  a  year  earlier.    Egg  production  in  this  area  will  be 
larger  than  last  year,  but  egg  prices  relative  to  feed  costs  are  likely  to  be 
more  favorable  this  spring  than  last. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  annoiinced  egg  ptir chase  programs  for 
-the  Southern  States  to  be  used  if  price  support  should  become  necessary. 
Egg  production  has  increased  greatly  in  these  States  in  the  last  few  years  and 
existing  marKieting  facilities  may  be- over ccj.z-i.od  in   the  heaviest  production 
months  as  they  were  last  year.     Through  one  program,  the  food  Distribution 
Administration  will  purchase  eggs  at  'announced  prices  in  lots  as  small  as  10 
cases.    Prices  will  be  announced  be'fore  the  beginning  of  any  purchase  operation, 
and  will  be  in  terms  of  United  States  consumer  grades.    Under  a  second  program, 
announced  January  12,  eggs  vrill  be  purchased  on  an  offer  and  acceptance  basis 
in  lots  of  100  cases  or  larger.    The  two  programs  apply  to  the  same  States  — 
Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentiicky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
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North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Vii'ginia,  and  West  Virginia.  (Some 
of  these  States  are  in  the  South  Central  group • ) 

Sast  ITprth  Central  St  at  e  s  - 

I  Percent_  £^_re  Layers 

N-LiEibers  of  pu]-lets  not  of  lading  age  on  January  1  in  the  East  North 
Central  States  v/ere  ahout  'che  saae  as  on  January  1  last  year.    However,  "because 
there  were  more  la^ving  pullets  F^d  old  hens  in  flocks  this  year  than  last, 
n^junbers  of  potential  layers  wer^j  7  percent  larger.     Total  numbers  nov;  are  the 
largest  on  record.    The  rate  of  lay  per  "bird  in  this  area  during  r3ce!n'ber  "s 
about  the  srx.3  as  in  Becezi^er  IS'+l,  and  probably  will  conbiniie  at  a  high  l^vel 
throagh  IS'+I- 

West  North  Central  Stete?  - 

II  Percent  More  Layers 

2^:  ^  prices  in  the  West  North  Central  otates  were  relatively  favorable 
during  all  of  19^:^.    An  increase  of  11  percent  in  number  of  layers  is  indicated 
as  a  result  of  last  spring's  lb  percent  increase  over  a  year  earlier  in 
numbers  of  chicl^ens  reib-^d.     In  19^3,  prices  of  eggs  relative  to  prices  of  hogs 
and  butterfat  are  likely  to  be  more  favorable  than  in  19^2.     The  egg-feed  price 
ratio  is  particularly  favorable  and  the  rate  of  lay  per  bird  will  be  maintained 
at  a  high  level.    A  large  proportion  of  eggs  from  thi s t erritory  will  be  dried 
for  military  a:id  lend-lease  uses. 

South  Central  States  -  12  Percent 
More  Layers 

Numbers  of  all  piillets  and  old  hens  in  the  South  Central  States  are  much 
larger  than  a  year  ago.     Cn  January  1,  numbers  exceeded  100  million  head  for 
the  first  time  on  record,  compared  with  less  than  90  million  on  Janiiary  1,  19^2. 
i^g-feed  price  relationships  last  year  in  this  region,  like  those  in  the  West 
North  Central  States,  were  particularly  favorable,  and  stimulated  productio 
of  chickens  and  eggs.     The  response  was  most  pronounced  in  western  sections  of 
the  region,  where  requirements  for  drying  v;ere  large.    Sgg-drying  plants  will 
take  even  larger  quantities  in  19^3*  considerable  quantities  of  fresh  shell 

eggs  v/ill  be  purchased  for  military  canps. 

Western  States  -  ^  Percent 
More  Layers 

Supplies  of  feed  grains  in  the  Western  States  are  about  one-fourth 
larger  than  last  year.     Supplies  of  high-protein  feeds  continue  scarce  but  may 
tend  to  increase  because  of  the  crushing  of  soybeans  in  V/est  Coast  copra 
mills.     Demand  for  all  animal -protein  foods  has  increased  greatly  in  the  past 
year,  and  in  19^5  all  the  poultry  products  that  can  be  produced  in  that  section 
will  be  used  there.    Number  of  layers  on  farms  on  January  1  v/ere  3  percent 
larger  than  last  year,  but  somewhat  below  the  record  high  of  the  early  1930 's. 
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